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Indian Killer  

by  

Sherman Alexie 

 

“A serial murderer called the Indian Killer is terrorizing Seattle, hunting, scalping, 

and slaughtering white men. Motivated by rage and seeking retribution for his 

people’s violent history, his grizzly MO and skillful elusiveness both paralyze the 

city with fear and prompt an uprising of racial brutality. Out of the chaos emerges 

John Smith. Born to Indians but raised by white parents, Smith yearns for his lost 

heritage. As his embitterment with his dual life increases, Smith falls deeper into 

vengeful madness and quickly surfaces as the prime suspect. Tensions mount, and 

while Smith battles to allay the anger that engulfs him, the Indian Killer claims 

another life. With acerbic wit and chilling page-turning intensity, Alexie takes an 

unflinching look at what nurtures rage within a race both colonized and 

marginalized by a society that neither values nor understands it.” 

 

 

Reservation Blues 

 by  

Sherman Alexie 

 

“Many may remember the tale of Robert Johnson, the musician who sold his soul 

to the devil at the crossroads in exchange for being the best blues guitarist around. 

What many may not know is that after this tragic deal in Mississippi, Johnson 

ended up in a small town on the Spokane Indian reservation in Washington state-at 

least that's how author Sherman Alexie tells it. In his new book Reservation Blues, 

Alexie spin   s the fictional tale of Johnson's adventure at a new crossroads, this one 

in a small town called Wellpinit, Wash. It is here that he comes to seek out Big 

Mom, a local medicine woman, and, in so doing, leaves his famous guitar in the 

hands of misfit storyteller Thomas Builds-the-Fire.” 

 

Ten Little Indians 

by 

Sherman Alexie 

 

In Alexie’s first story, “The Search Engine,” Corliss is a rugged and resourceful 

student who finds in books the magic she was denied while growing up poor. In 

“The Life and Times of Estelle Walks Above,” an intellectual feminist Spokane 

Indian woman saves the lives of dozens of white women all around her to the 

bewilderment of her only child. “What You Pawn I Will Redeem” starts off with a 

homeless man recognizing in a pawn shop window the fancy-dance regalia that was 

stolen fifty years earlier from his late grandmother. 

 

 

The Lone Ranger and 

Tonto Fistfight in 

Heaven 

By 

Sherman Alexie 

 

In this darkly comic short story collection, Sherman Alexie, a Spokane/Coeur 

d'Alene Indian, brilliantly weaves memory, fantasy, and stark realizxsm to paint a 

complex, grimly ironic portrait of life in and around the Spoke Indian Reservation. 

These 22 interlinked tales are narrated by characters raised on humiliation and 

government-issue cheese, and yet are filled with passion and affection, myth and 

dream. There is Victor, who as a nine-year-old crawled between his uncoscious 

parents hoping that the alcohol seeping through their skins might help him sleep. 

Thomas Builds-the-Fire, who tells his stories long after people stop listening, and 

Jimmy Many Horses, dying of cancer, who writes letters on stationary that reads 

"From the Death Bed of James Many Horses III," even though he actually writes 

them on his kitchen table. Against a backdrop of alcohol, car accidents, laughter, 

and basketball, Alexie depicts the distances between Indians and whites, 

reservation Indians and urban Indians, men and women,a dn most poetically, 

between modern Indians and the traditions of the past. 
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The Toughest Indian in 

the World 

by 

Sherman Alexie 

 

In these stories, we meet the kind of American Indians we rarely see in literature -- 

the kind who pay their bills, hold down jobs, fall in and out of love. A Spokane 

Indian journalist transplanted from the reservation to the city picks up a hitchhiker, 

a Lummi boxer looking to take on the toughest Indian in the world. A Spokane son 

waits for his diabetic father to come home from the hospital, tossing out the 

Hershey Kisses the father has hidden all over the house. An estranged interracial 

couple, separated in the midst of a traffic accident, rediscover their love for each 

other. A white drifter holds up an International House of Pancakes, demanding a 

dollar per customer and someone to love, and emerges with $42 and an overweight 

Indian he dubs Salmon Boy. 

 

  

 

Moccasin Thunder: 

American Indian 

Stories for Today  
by  

Lori Marie Carlson 

 

“The ten stories that make up this collection are raw, original, and fresh. Although 

they are all about American Indians, they are as different from one another as they 

are from anything you've read before.A supermarket checkout line, a rowboat on a 

freezing lake at dawn, a drunken dance in the gym, an ice hockey game on public-

access TV. These are some of the backgrounds against which ten outstanding 

authors have created their memorable characters.” 

 

 

Boarding School 

Seasons: American 

Indian Families, 1900-

1940 

 by  

Brenda J. Child 

 

 

“Boarding School Seasons offers a revealing look at the strong emotional history of 

Indian boarding school experiences in the first half of the twentieth century. At the 

heart of this book are the hundreds of letters written by parents, children, and 

school officials at Haskell Institute in Kansas and the Flandreau School in South 

Dakota. These revealing letters show how profoundly entire families were affected 

by their experiences.” 

 

Holding our World 

Together  
by  

Brenda J. Child 

 

“In this well-researched and deeply felt account, Brenda J. Child, a professor and a 

member of the Red Lake Ojibwe tribe, gives Native American women their due, 

detailing the many ways in which they have shaped Native American life. She 

illuminates the lives of women such as Madeleine Cadotte, who became a powerful 

mediator between her people and European fur traders, and Gertrude Buckanaga, 

whose postwar community activism in Minneapolis helped bring many Indian 

families out of poverty. Moving from the early days of trade with Europeans 

through the reservation era and beyond, Child offers a powerful tribute to the 

courageous women who sustained Native American communities through the 

darkest challenges of the past three centuries.” 
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Lone Wolf v. 

Hitchcock: Treaty 

Rights and Indian Law 

at the End of the 

Nineteenth Century 

 by 

 Blue Clark 

 

“In 1892 the Kiowas and related Comanche and Plains Apache groups were 

pressured into agreeing to divide their land into allotments under the terms of the 

Dawes Act of 1887. Lone Wolf, a Kiowa band leader, sued to halt the land 

division, citing the treaties signed with the United States immediately after the 

Civil War. In 1902 the case reached the Supreme Court, which found that Congress 

could overturn the treaties through the doctrine of plenary power. 

As he recounts the Lone Wolf case, Clark reaches beyond the legal decision to 

describe the Kiowa tribe itself and its struggles to cope with Euro-American 

pressure on its society, attitudes, culture, economic system, and land base. The 

story of the case therefore also becomes the history of the tribe in the late 

nineteenth century. 

The Lone Wolf case also necessarily becomes a study of the Dawes Allotment Act 

of 1887 in operation; under the terms of the Dawes Act and successor legislation, 

almost two-thirds of Indian lands passed out of their hands within a generation. 

Understanding how this happened in the case of the Kiowa permits a nuanced view 

of the well-intentioned but ultimately disastrous allotment effort.” 

 

 

Waterlily 

by 

Ella Cara Deloria 

 

This culturally detailed novel of 19th century Sioux life focuses on a young girl 

named Waterlily. When her mother Blue Bird is deserted by her husband, she and 

her daughter are welcomed by relatives at their tiyospaye (encampment of related 

households) on the western plains. Deloria portrays Waterlily's maturation, daily 

tribal life and the crucial "kinship rules." As the author wrote elsewhere, the Sioux 

concept of kinship meant "achieving civility, good manners, and a sense of 

responsibility toward every individual dealt with." Waterlily learns she must show 

altruism and generosity, be courteous, demure and truthful, and highly value each 

family member. 

 

 

Playing Indian 

 by  

Philip J. Deloria 

 

 

 

 

“Moving from the Boston Tea Party to the present, this is an exploration of the 

ways in which non-Indian Americans have played out their fantasies about Indians 

in order to experience national, modern and personal identities.” 
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Custer Died for Your 

Sins: An Indian 

Manifesto by  

Vine Deloria Jr. 

 

“A 1969, non-fiction book by the lawyer, professor and writer Vine Deloria, Jr. 

The book was noteworthy for its relevance to the Alcatraz-Red Power Movement 

and other activist organizations, such as the American Indian Movement, which 

was beginning to expand. Deloria's book encouraged better use of federal funds 

aimed at helping Native Americans. Vine Deloria, Jr. presents Native Americans in 

a humorous light, devoting an entire chapter to Native American humor. Custer 

Died for Your Sins was significant in its presentation of Native Americans as a 

people who were able to retain their tribal society and morality, while existing in 

the modern world.” 

 

 

God Is Red  
by  

Vine Deloria Jr. 

 

“First published in 1972, God Is Red remains the seminal work on Native religious 

views, asking new questions about our species and our ultimate fate. Celebrating 

three decades in publication with a special 30th anniversary edition, this classic 

work reminds us to learn "that we are a part of nature, not a transcendent species 

with no responsibilities to the natural world." It is time again to listen to Vine 

Deloria Jr.'s powerful voice, telling us about religious life that is independent from 

Christianity and that reveres the interconnectedness of all living things.” 

 

 

Indians of the Pacific 

Northwest: From the 

Coming of the White 

Man to the Present Day  
by  

Vine Deloria Jr. 

 

“The Pacific Northwest was one of the most populated and prosperous regions for 

Native Americans before the coming of the white man. By the mid-1800s, measles 

and smallpox decimated the Indian population, and the remaining tribes were 

forced to give up their ancestral lands. Vine Deloria Jr., named one of the most 

influential religious thinkers in the world, tells the story of these tribes' fight for 

survival, one that continues today.” 

 

Red Earth White Lies  

by  

Vine Deloria Jr. 

 

“Vine Deloria, Jr., leading Native American scholar and author of the best-selling 

God Is Red, addresses the conflict between mainstream scientific theory about our 

world and the ancestral worldview of Native Americans. Claiming that science has 

created a largely fictional scenario for American Indians in prehistoric North 

America, Deloria offers an alternative view of the continent's history as seen 

through the eyes and memories of Native Americans. Further, he warns future 

generations of scientists not to repeat the ethnocentric omissions and fallacies of 

the past by dismissing Native oral tradition as mere legends.” 
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The Nations Within 

 by  

Vine Deloria Jr. and 

Clifford M. Lytle 

 

“Deloria and his co-author focus on John Collier's struggle with both the U.S. 

Congress and the Indian tribes to develop a New Deal for Indians fifty years ago. It 

is a blow-by-blow historical account, perhaps unique in the literature, which may 

be the only way to show the full complexity of American Indian relations with 

federal and state governments. This makes it possible in two brilliant concluding 

chapters to clarify current Indian points of view and to build onto initiatives that 

Indians have already taken to suggest which of these might be most useful for them 

to pursue. The unheeded message has been clear throughout history, but now we 

see how-- if we let Indians do it their own way-- they might, more quickly than we 

have imagined, rebuild their communities. -- Sol Tax, Professor Emeritus of 

Anthropology, University of Chicago” 

 

 

Walking the Clouds: An 

Anthology of 

Indigenous Science 

Fiction 

by 

Grace L Dillon 

 

In this first-ever anthology of Indigenous science fiction Grace Dillon collects 

some of the finest examples of the craft with contributions by Native American, 

First Nations, Aboriginal Australian, and New Zealand Maori authors. The 

collection includes seminal authors such as Gerald Vizenor, historically important 

contributions often categorized as "magical realism" by authors like Leslie Marmon 

Silko and Sherman Alexie, and authors more recognizable to science fiction fans 

like William Sanders and Stephen Graham Jones. Dillon's engaging introduction 

situates the pieces in the larger context of science fiction and its conventions. An 

essential book for readers and students of both Native literature and science fiction, 

Walking the Clouds is an invaluable collection. It brings together not only great 

examples of Native science fiction from an internationally-known cast of authors, 

but Dillon's insightful scholarship sheds new light on the traditions of imagining an 

Indigenous future. 

 

  

Centering Anishinaabeg 

Studies: Understanding 

the World through 

Stories 

 Edited by 

Jill Doerfler, 

Niigaanwewidam James 

Sinclair, Heidi 

Kiiwetinepinesiik Stark 

 

 

“Examining a range of stories and storytellers across time and space, each 

contributor explores how narratives form a cultural, political, and historical 

foundation for Anishinaabeg Studies. Written by Anishinaabeg and non-

Anishinaabeg scholars, storytellers, and activists, these essays draw upon the power 

of cultural expression to illustrate active and ongoing senses of Anishinaabeg life. 

They are new and dynamic bagijiganan, revealing a viable and sustainable center 

for Anishinaabeg Studies, what it has been, what it is, what it can be.” 

 

 

In the Courts of the 

Conqueror  

by  

Walter R. Echo-Hawk 

 

 

“Now in paperback, a vivid account of ten Supreme Court cases that changed the 

fate of Native Americans, providing the contemporary historical and political 

context of each case, and explaining how the decisions have adversely affected the 

cultural survival of Native people to this day.” 
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Four Souls: A Novel 

by 

Louise Erdich 

 

After taking her mother's name, Four Souls, for strength, the strange, compelling 

Fleur Pillager walks from her Ojibwe reservation to the cities of Minneapolis and 

Saint Paul. She seeks restitution from and revenge on the lumber baron who has 

stripped her reservation. But revenge is never simple, and her intentions are 

complicated by her dangerous compassion for the man who wronged her. 

 

 

Love Medicine 

 by  

Louise Erdrich 

 

“Love Medicine tells the story of two families--the Kashpaws and the Lamartines. 

Now re-sequenced by the author with the addition of never-before-published 

chapters, this is a publishing event equivalent to the presentation of a new and 

definitive text. Written in Erdrich's uniquely poetic, powerful style, Love Medicine 

springs to raging life: a multigenerational portrait of new truths and secrets whose 

time has come, of strong men and women caught in an unforgettable drama of 

anger, desire, and the healing power that is Love Medicine.” 

 

The Beet Queen: A 

Novel  
By 

 Louise Erdrich 

 

“On a spring morning in 1932, young Karl and Mary Adare arrive by boxcar in 

Argus, North Dakota. After being orphaned in a most peculiar way, they seek 

refuge in the butcher shop of their aunt Fritzie and her husband, Pete; ordinary 

Mary, who will cause a miracle, and seductive Karl, who lacks his sister's gift for 

survival, embark upon an exhilarating life-journey crowded with colorful, 

unforgettable characters and marked by the extraordinary magic of natural events.” 

 

The Painted Drum 

 by  

Louise Erdrich 

 

“While appraising the estate of a New Hampshire family descended from a North 

Dakota Indian agent, Faye Travers is startled to discover a rare moose skin and 

cedar drum fashioned long ago by an Ojibwe artisan. And so begins an illuminating 

journey both backward and forward in time, following the strange passage of a 

powerful yet delicate instrument, and revealing the extraordinary lives it has 

touched and defined. Compelling and unforgettable, Louise Erdrich's Painted Drum 

explores the often fraught relationship between mothers and daughters, the strength 

of family, and the intricate rhythms of grief with all the grace, wit, and startling 

beauty that characterizes this acclaimed author's finest work.” 
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The Plague of Doves 

 by  

Louise Erdrich 

 

“The unsolved murder of a farm family still haunts the white small town of Pluto, 

North Dakota, generations after the vengeance exacted and the distortions of fact 

transformed the lives of Ojibwe living on the nearby reservation. Part Ojibwe, part 

white, Evelina Harp is an ambitious young girl prone to falling hopelessly in love. 

Mooshum, Evelina's grandfather, is a repository of family and tribal history with an 

all-too-intimate knowledge of the violent past. And Judge Antone Bazil Coutts, 

who bears witness, understands the weight of historical injustice better than 

anyone. Through the distinct and winning voices of three unforgettable narrators, 

the collective stories of two interwoven communities ultimately come together to 

reveal a final wrenching truth.” 

 

 

The Round House 
by  

Louise Erdrich 

 

“Louise Erdrich’s moving, complex, and surprisingly uplifting new novel tells of a 

boy’s coming of age in the wake of a brutal, racist attack on his mother. Drawn 

from real-life statistics about racially inspired attacks on our country’s reservations, 

this tale is forceful but never preachy, thanks in large part to Erdrich’s understated 

but glorious prose and her apparent belief in the redemptive power of storytelling.” 

 

Tracks  
by  

Louise Erdrich 

 

“Set in North Dakota at a time in the past century when Indian tribes were 

struggling to keep what little remained of their lands, Tracks is a tale of passion and 

deep unrest. Over the course of ten crucial years, as tribal land and trust between 

people erode ceaselessly, men and women are pushed to the brink of their 

endurance—yet their pride and humor prohibit surrender. The reader will 

experience shock and pleasure in encountering characters that are compelling and 

rich in their vigor, clarity, and indomitable vitality.” 

 

Africans and Native 

Americans 

by 

Jack D. Forbes 

 

“Africans and Native Americans (the book) explores key issues relating to the 

evolution of racial terminology and European colonialists' perceptions of color, 

analyzing the development of color classification systems and the specific 

evolution of key terms such as black, mulatto, and mestizo, which no longer carry 

their original meanings. Jack Forbes presents strong evidence that Native American 

and African contacts began in Europe, Africa, and the Caribbean and that Native 

Americans may have crossed the Atlantic long before Columbus.”  
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Only Approved 

Indians: Stories 

by  

Jack D. Forbes 

 

In these short stories, Jack D. Forbes captures the remarkable breadth and variety 

of American Indian life. Drawing on his skills as scholar and native activist, and, 

above all, as artist, Forbes enlarges our sense of how American Indians experience 

themselves and the world around them. 

Though all the main characters are of Indian descent, each is a unique combination 

of tribal origin, social status, age, and life-style-from native elder and college 

professor to lesbian barmaid and Chicano adolescent. Nevertheless the U.S. 

government (and perhaps white society as a whole) narrows the definition of 

"Indian". 

 

 

The Bingo Queens of 

the Oneida: How Two 

Moms Started Tribal 

Gaming in Wisconsin  
by  

Mike Hoeft 

 

“The Bingo Queens of Oneida: How Two Moms Started Tribal Gaming tells the 

story through the eyes of Sandra Ninham and Alma Webster, the Oneida women 

who had the idea for a bingo operation run by the tribe to benefit the entire tribe. 

Bingo became the tribe’s first moneymaker on a reservation where about half the 

population was living in poverty. 

Author Mike Hoeft traces the historical struggles of the Oneida—one of six nations 

of the Iroquois, or Haudenosaunee, confederacy—from their alliance with America 

during the Revolutionary War to their journey to Wisconsin. He also details the 

lives of inspirational tribal members who worked alongside Ninham and Webster, 

and also those who were positively affected by their efforts.” 

 

 

Crazy Brave 

 by  

Joy Harjo 

 

“In this transcendent memoir, grounded in tribal myth and ancestry, music and 

poetry, Joy Harjo, one of our leading Native American voices, details her journey 

to becoming a poet. Born in Oklahoma, the end place of the Trail of Tears, Harjo 

grew up learning to dodge an abusive stepfather by finding shelter in her 

imagination, a deep spiritual life, and connection with the natural world. She 

attended an Indian arts boarding school, where she nourished an appreciation for 

painting, music, and poetry; gave birth while still a teenager; and struggled on her 

own as a single mother, eventually finding her poetic voice. Narrating the 

complexities of betrayal and love, Crazy Brave is a memoir about family and the 

breaking apart necessary in finding a voice. Harjo’s tale of a hardscrabble youth, 

young adulthood, and transformation into an award-winning poet and musician is 

haunting, unique, and visionary. 12 photographs.” 

 

 

How We Became 

Human: New and 

Selected Poems 1975-

2002 

 by  

Joy Harjo 

 

 

“This collection gathers poems from throughout Joy Harjo's twenty-eight-year 

career, beginning in 1973 in the age marked by the takeover at Wounded Knee and 

the rejuvenation of indigenous cultures in the world through poetry and music. 

How We Became Human explores its title question in poems of sustaining grace.” 
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Reinventing the 

Enemy’s Language  
by  

Joy Harjo and Gloria 

Bird 

 

“This long-awaited anthology celebrates the experience of Native American 

women and is at once an important contribution to our literature and an historical 

document. It is the most comprehensive anthology of its kind to collect poetry, 

fiction, prayer, and memoir from Native American women. Over eighty writers are 

represented from nearly fifty nations, including such nationally known writers as 

Louise Erdrich, Linda Hogan, Leslie Marmon Silko, Lee Maracle, Janet Campbell 

Hale, and Luci Tapahonso; others ― Wilma Mankiller, Winona LaDuke, and Bea 

Medicine ― who are known primarily for their contributions to tribal communities; 

and some who are published here for the first time in this landmark volume.” 

 

 

Soul Talk, Song 

Language: 

Conversations with Joy 

Harjo 
 By 

 Joy Harjo 

 

“Joy Harjo is a “poet-healer-philosopher-saxophonist,” and one of the most 

powerful Native American voices of her generation. She has spent the past two 

decades exploring her place in poetry, music, dance/performance, and art. Soul 

Talk, Song Language gathers together in one complete collection many of these 

explorations and conversations. Through an eclectic assortment of media, including 

personal essays, interviews, and newspaper columns, Harjo reflects upon the 

nuances and development of her art, the importance of her origins, and the arduous 

reconstructions of the tribal past, as well as the dramatic confrontation between 

Native American and Anglo civilizations. Harjo takes us on a journey into her 

identity as a woman and an artist, poised between poetry and music, encompassing 

tribal heritage and reassessments and comparisons with the American cultural 

patrimony. She presents herself in an exquisitely literary context that is rooted in 

ritual and ceremony and veers over the edge where language becomes music.” 

 

 

 

Native American and 

Chicano/a Literature of 

the American 

Southwest:  

 by  

Christina M. Hebebrand 

 

“This book studies Native American and Chicano/a writers of the American 

Southwest as a coherent cultural group with common features and distinct efforts to 

deal with and to resist the dominant Euro-American culture.” 

 

Growing Up Dead in 

Texas: A Novel by 

 Stephen Graham Jones 

 

“In 1985, when the author is just 12 years old, a suspicious fire decimates 

Greenwood's cotton crop and threatens many of the townsfolk's livelihoods. Local 

teen Tommy Moore is caught in the field with an incriminatingly lit cigarette, and 

his savage beating by a descendant of the community's largest landowning family 

kicks off a tragic cycle of retribution that exacerbates longstanding conflicts 

amongst the people of Greenwood.” 
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The Faster Redder 

Road: The Best 

UnAmerican Stories of 

Stephen Graham Jones 
 by  

Stephen Graham Jones 

 

“This collection showcases the best writings of Stephen Graham Jones, whose 

career is developing rapidly from the noir underground to the mainstream. The 

Faster Redder Road features excerpts from Jones's novels--including The Last Final 

Girl, The Fast Red Road: A Plainsong, Not for Nothing, and The Gospel of Z--and 

short stories, some never before published in book form.” 

 

The Inconvenient 

Indian  
by  

Thomas King 

 

“In The Inconvenient Indian, Thomas King offers a deeply knowing, darkly funny, 

unabashedly opinionated, and utterly unconventional account of Indian–White 

relations in North America since initial contact. Ranging freely across the centuries 

and the Canada–U.S. border, King debunks fabricated stories of Indian savagery 

and White heroism, takes an oblique look at Indians (and cowboys) in film and 

popular culture, wrestles with the history of Native American resistance and his 

own experiences as a Native rights activist, and articulates a profound, 

revolutionary understanding of the cumulative effects of ever-shifting laws and 

treaties on Native peoples and lands.” 

 

 

One Good Story, That 

One 

by 

Thomas King 

One Good Story, That One is steeped in native oral tradition, led off by a sly 

creation tale, introducing the traditional native trickster coyote. Weaving the 

realities of native history and contemporary life through the story, King recounts a 

parodic version of the Garden of Eden story, slyly pulling our leg and our 

funnybone. A collection that is rich with strong characters, alive with crisp 

dialogue and shot through with the universal truths we are all searching for, One 

Good Story, That One is one great read. 

 

City Indian: Native 

American Activism in 

Chicago, 1893-1934  
by  

Rosalyn R. LaPier and 

David R. M. Beck 

 

“In City Indian, Rosalyn R. LaPier and David R. M. Beck tell the engaging story of 

American Indian men and women who migrated to Chicago from across America. 

From the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition to the 1934 Century of Progress 

Fair, American Indians in Chicago voiced their opinions about political, social, 

educational, and racial issues.” 
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Every Day is a Good 

Day: Reflections by 

Contemporary 

Indigenous Women  
by  

Wilma Mankiller 

 

 “In this rare and intimate glimpse at the resilience and perseverance of Native 

women, twenty indigenous female leaders—educators, healers, attorneys, artists, 

elders, and activists—come together to discuss issues facing modern Native 

communities. This illuminating book found its genesis with Wilma Mankiller 

(1945–2010), first female chief of the Cherokee Nation. Over a period of several 

years, Mankiller engaged indigenous women in conversation about spirituality, 

traditions and culture, tribal governance, female role models, love, and community. 

Their common life experiences, patterns of thought, and shared values gave them 

the freedom to be frank and open, and a place of community from which to explore 

powerful influences on Native life.” 

 

 

Mankiller: A Chief and 

Her People 

by 

Wilma Mankiller 

 

In this spiritual, moving autobiography, Wilma Mankiller, former Chief of the 

Cherokee Nation and a recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom, tells of her 

own history while also honoring and recounting the history of the Cherokees. 

Mankiller's life unfolds against the backdrop of the dawning of the American 

Indian civil rights struggle, and her book becomes a quest to reclaim and preserve 

the great Native American values that form the foundation of our nation. Now 

featuring a new Afterword to the 2000 paperback reissue, this edition of Mankiller 

completely updates the author's private and public life after 1994 and explores the 

recent political struggles of the Cherokee Nation. 

 

 

Runner in the Sun 

by 

D’arcy McNickle 

First published in 1954 and long out of print, this novel of pre-Hispanic Indian life 

in the Southwest combines the authenticity of an anthropological report with the 

suspense of a mystery novel. The author, best known as an anthropologist during 

his lifetime, is now recognized as a major Native American novelist. Hitherto 

virtually unknown, Runner in the Sun is sure to take its place next to 

McNickle's The Surrounded, also available from UNM Press, as a classic of Native 

American fiction. 

 

The Surrounded 

 by  

D'arcy McNickle 

 

“As The Surrounded opens, Archilde León has just returned from the big city to his 

father's ranch on the Flathead Indian Reservation in Montana. The story that 

unfolds captures the intense and varied conflict that already characterized 

reservation life in 1936, when this remarkable novel was first published. 

Educated at a federal Indian boarding school, Archilde is torn not only between 

white and Indian cultures but also between love for his Spanish father and his 

Indian mother, who in her old age is rejecting white culture and religion to return to 

the ways of her people. Archilde's young contemporaries, meanwhile, are 

succumbing to the destructive influence of reservation life, growing increasingly 

uprooted, dissolute, and hopeless. Although Archilde plans to leave the reservation 

after a brief visit, his entanglements delay his departure until he faces destruction 

by the white man's law.” 
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Where White Men Fear 

to Tread: The 

Autobiography of 

Russell Means  
by  

Russell Means 

 

“Russell Means is the most controversial Indian leader of our time. Where White 

Men Fear to Tread is the well-detailed, first-hand story of his life so far, in which 

he has done everything possible to dramatize and justify the Native American aim 

of self-determination, such as storming Mount Rushmore, seizing Plymouth Rock, 

running for President in 1988, and--most notoriously--leading a 71-day takeover of 

Wounded Knee, South Dakota, in 1973. This visionary autobiography by one of 

our most magnetic personalities will fascinate, educate, and inspire. As Dee Brown 

has written, "A reading of Means's story is essential for any clear understanding of 

American Indians during the last half of the twentieth century." 

 

 

Creating Aztlan 

 by  

Dylan A.T. Miner 

 

“Throughout this book, Miner employs Indigenous and Native American 

methodologies to show that Chicano art needs to be understood in the context of 

Indigenous history, anticolonial struggle, and Native American studies. Miner pays 

particular attention to art outside the U.S. Southwest and includes discussions of 

work by Nora Chapa Mendoza, Gilbert “Magú” Luján, Santa Barraza, Malaquías 

Montoya, Carlos Cortéz Koyokuikatl, Favianna Rodríguez, and Dignidad Rebelde, 

which includes Melanie Cervantes and Jesús Barraza. With sixteen pages of color 

images, this book will be crucial to those interested in art history, anthropology, 

philosophy, and Chicano and Native American studies. Creating Aztlán 

interrogates the historic and important role that Aztlán plays in Chicano and 

Indigenous art and culture.” 

 

 

House Made of Dawn 

by 

N. Scott Momaday 

 

“A young Native American, Abel has come home from a foreign war to find 

himself caught between two worlds. The first is the world of his father's, wedding 

him to the rhythm of the seasons, the harsh beauty of the land, and the ancient rites 

and traditions of his people. But the other world -- modern, industrial America -- 

pulls at Abel, demanding his loyalty, claiming his soul, goading him into a 

destructive, compulsive cycle of dissipation and disgust. And the young man, torn 

in two, descends into hell.” 

 

 

Mud Woman: Poems 

from the Clay 

by 

Nora Naranjo-Morse 

The clay sculptures of Nora Naranjo-Morse have been critically hailed for both 

their humor and their blending of traditional and modern styles. Now with Mud 

Woman she calls on her equal talent as a poet, juxtaposing clay and words to 

capture not only the essence of the creative process but also the satisfactions and 

complications of what it means to be a Pueblo Indian woman in the late twentieth 

century. 
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Mixedblood Messages: 

Literature, Film, 

Family, Place 

by 

Louis Owens 

In this challenging and often humorous book, Louis Owens examines issues of 

Indian identity and relationship to the environment as depicted in literature and film 

and as embodied in his own mixedblood roots in family and land. Powerful social 

and historical forces, he maintains, conspire to colonize literature and film by and 

about Native Americans into a safe "Indian Territory" that will contain and 

neutralize Indians. Countering this colonial "Territory" is what Owens defines as 

"Frontier," a dynamic, uncontainable, multi-directional space within which cultures 

meet and even merge. 

 

Bestiary 
 by  

Elise Paschen 

 

“The poems in Elise Paschen’s Bestiary explore domestic preoccupations set 

against the backdrop of the wild-heartedness, real and imagined, of the animal 

world,” praises the poet Jason Shinder.  In this modern-day Bestiary, or “Book of 

Beasts,” the line between animal and human is thinly-drawn – the daughter of a 

Celtic king, through love, is transformed from beast to human; lovers take flight as 

moon and owl; manatees transform, before the explorers’ eyes, into mermaids. This 

dynamic runs throughout the collection: taking flight, hovering between air and 

earth, plunging, and then resurfacing from water. The poems create a constant 

engagement between what tethers us to our daily lives – marriage, motherhood, 

raising a family, the loss of parents in old age –and the desire for other worlds. 

Exploring notions of transformation, these poems cross thresholds between animal 

and human, between death and life.” 

 

 

Maria Tallchief 

 by 

 Maria Tallchief and 

Larry Kaplan 

 

 

"Maria Tallchief and American ballet came of age in the same moment. . . . Her 

story will always be the story of ballet conquering America. It was and is an 

American romance."--The New Yorker  

"Tallchief's autobiography provides us with many stories, insights, even passing 

remarks that shed light on both this crucial moment in dance history and 

Balanchine's elusive personality. Tallchief has now given us her definitive and 

convincing account of Balanchine as choreographer, teacher, husband, friend."--

New York Times Book Review 

 

 

The Assassination of 

Hole in the Day by  

Anton Treuer 

 

“On June 27, 1868, Hole in the Day (Bagonegiizhig) the Younger left Crow Wing, 

Minnesota, for Washington, DC, to fight the planned removal of the Mississippi 

Ojibwe to a reservation at White Earth. Several miles from his home, the self-

styled leader of all the Ojibwe was stopped by at least twelve Ojibwe men and 

fatally shot.Hole in the Day’s death was national news, and rumors of its cause 

were many: personal jealousy, retribution for his claiming to be head chief of the 

Ojibwe, retaliation for the attacks he fomented in 1862, or retribution for his 

attempts to keep mixed-blood Ojibwe off the White Earth Reservation. Still later, 

investigators found evidence of a more disturbing plot involving some of his 

closest colleagues: the business elite at Crow Wing. While most historians 

concentrate on the Ojibwe relationship with whites to explain this story, Anton 

Treuer focuses on interactions with other tribes, the role of Ojibwe culture and 

tradition, and interviews with more than fifty elders to further explain the events 

leading up to the death of Hole in the Day. The Assassination of Hole in the Day is 
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not only the biography of a powerful leader but an extraordinarily insightful 

analysis of a pivotal time in the history of the Ojibwe people.” 

 

 

Prudence  
By 

 David Treuer 

 

“On a sweltering day in August 1942, Frankie Washburn returns to his family’s 

rustic Minnesota resort for one last visit before he joins the war as a bombardier, 

headed for the darkened skies over Europe. Awaiting him at the Pines are those 

he’s about to leave behind: his hovering mother; the distant father to whom he’s 

been a disappointment; the Indian caretaker who’s been more of a father to him 

than his own; and Billy, the childhood friend who over the years has become 

something much more intimate. But before the homecoming can be celebrated, the 

search for a German soldier, escaped from the POW camp across the river, 

explodes in a shocking act of violence, with consequences that will reverberate 

years into the future for all of them and that will shape how each of them makes 

sense of their lives.” 

 

 

Rez Life 

 by  

David Treuer 

 

“With authoritative research and reportage, Treuer illuminates misunderstood 

contemporary issues like sovereignty, treaty rights, and natural-resource 

conservation. He traces the convoluted waves of public policy that have 

deracinated, disenfranchised, and exploited Native Americans, exposing the tension 

and conflict that has marked the historical relationship between the United States 

government and the Native American population. Through the eyes of students, 

teachers, government administrators, lawyers, and tribal court judges, he shows 

how casinos, tribal government, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs have transformed 

the landscape of Native American life.” 

 

 

Almanac of the Dead 

 by  

Leslie Marmon Silko 

“When the ex-mistress of a sinister cocaine wholesaler takes a job as secretary to a 

Native American clairvoyant who works the TV talk show circuit, she begins 

transcribing an ancient manuscript that foretells the second coming of Quetzalcoatl 

and the violent end of white rule in the Americas. Witches and shamans across the 

country are working to fulfill this prophecy, but the capitalist elite is mounting a 

dirty war of its own, with weapons such as heroin and cocaine.” 

 

Ceremony 

 By 

 Leslie Marmon Silko 

“Tayo, a World War II veteran of mixed ancestry, returns to the Laguna Pueblo 

Reservation. He is deeply scarred by his experience as a prisoner of the Japanese 

and further wounded by the rejection he encounters from his people. Only by 

immersing himself in the Indian past can he begin to regain the peace that was 

taken from him. Masterfully written, filled with the somber majesty of Pueblo 

myth, Ceremony is a work of enduring power.” 
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The Turquoise Ledge 
by  

Leslie Marmon Silko 

 

“Leslie Marmon Silko's new book, her first in ten years, combines memoir with 

family history and reflections on the creatures and beings that command her 

attention and inform her vision of the world, taking readers along on her daily 

walks through the arroyos and ledges of the Sonoran desert in Arizona. Silko 

weaves tales from her family's past into her observations, using the turquoise stones 

she finds on the walks to unite the strands of her stories, while the beauty and 

symbolism of the landscape around her, and of the snakes, birds, dogs, and other 

animals that share her life and form part of her family, figure prominently in her 

memories. Strongly influenced by Native American storytelling traditions, The 

Turquoise Ledge becomes a moving and deeply personal contemplation of the 

enormous spiritual power of the natural world-of what these creatures and 

landscapes can communicate to us, and how they are all linked.” 

 

 

Storyteller  
by  

Leslie Marmon Silko 

 

“Leslie Marmon Silko's groundbreaking book Storyteller, first published in 1981, 

blends original short stories and poetry influenced by the traditional oral tales that 

she heard growing up on the Laguna Pueblo in New Mexico with autobiographical 

passages, folktales, family memories, and photographs. As she mixes traditional 

and Western literary genres, Silko examines themes of memory, alienation, power, 

and identity; communicates Native American notions regarding time, nature, and 

spirituality; and explores how stories and storytelling shape people and 

communities. Storyteller illustrates how one can frame collective cultural identity 

in contemporary literary forms, as well as illuminates the importance of myth, oral 

tradition, and ritual in Silko's own work.” 

 

 

Lines from a Mined 

Mind: The Words of 

John Trudell 

by 

John Trudell 

Lines from a Mined Mind brings together lyrics and musings from the twenty-five-

year recording career of John Trudell, an internationally acclaimed poet, musician, 

and leader of the American Indian Movement. More than a simple anthology, this 

collection goes deeper, revealing the incendiary intersection of music and activism. 

 

Winter in the Blood 

by 

James Welch 

During his life, James Welch came to be regarded as a master of American prose, 

and his first novel, Winter in the Blood, is one of his most enduring works. The 

narrator of this beautiful, often disquieting novel is a young Native American man 

living on the Fort Belknap Reservation in Montana. Sensitive and self-destructive, 

he searches for something that will bind him to the lands of his ancestors but is 

haunted by personal tragedy, the dissolution of his once proud heritage, and 

Montana's vast emptiness. Winter in the Blood is an evocative and unforgettable 

work of literature that will continue to move and inspire anyone who encounters it. 
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Savage Anxieties  
by 

 Robert A. Williams Jr. 

 

“From one of the world's leading experts on Native American law and indigenous 

peoples' human rights comes an original and striking intellectual history of the tribe 

and Western civilization that sheds new light on how we understand ourselves and 

our contemporary society. Throughout the centuries, conquest, war, and 

unspeakable acts of violence and dispossession have all been justified by citing 

civilization's opposition to these differences represented by the tribe. Robert 

Williams, award winning author, legal scholar, and member of the Lumbee Indian 

Tribe, proposes a wide-ranging reexamination of the history of the Western world, 

told from the perspective of civilization's war on tribalism as a way of life. 

Williams shows us how what we thought we knew about the rise of Western 

civilization over the tribe is in dire need of reappraisal.” 

 

 

 

Words Like Love 
by 

Tanaya Winder 

“In her debut collection, poet Tanaya Winder sings the joys, glories, and laments of 

love. Love is defined by familial, cultural, platonic, and romantic bonds in these 

emotional and thoughtfully rendered poems. Her voice traverses the darkness in a 

quest to learn more about the most complex of subjects.” 

 

Crazy Horse’s 

Girlfriend 

by 

Erika T. Wurth 

Margaritte is a sharp-tongued, drug-dealing, sixteen-year-old Native American 

floundering in a Colorado town crippled by poverty, unemployment, and drug 

abuse. She hates the burnout, futureless kids surrounding her and dreams that she 

and her unreliable new boyfriend can move far beyond the bright lights of Denver 

that float on the horizon before the daily suffocation of teen pregnancy eats her 

alive. 

 


