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The Absolutely True 

Diary of a Part-Time 

Indian  

by  

Sherman Alexie 

 

Grade 7 and up 

 

Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding 

cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined 

to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school 

on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only 

other Indian is the school mascot. 

Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True 

Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own 

experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that 

reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of 

one Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life 

he was destined to live. 

 

 

Flight: A Novel  
by 

 Sherman Alexie 

 

Grade 8 - 12 

 

A powerful, fast and timely story of a troubled foster teenager — a 

boy who is not a “legal” Indian because he was never claimed by his 

father — who learns the true meaning of terror. About to commit a 

devastating act, the young man finds himself shot back through time 

on a shocking sojourn through moments of violence in American 

history. He resurfaces in the form of an FBI agent during the civil 

rights era, inhabits the body of an Indian child during the battle at 

Little Big Horn, and then rides with an Indian tracker in the 19th 

Century before materializing as an airline pilot jetting through the 

skies today. When finally, blessedly, our young warrior comes to rest 

again in his own contemporary body, he is mightily transformed by all 

he’s seen. This is Sherman Alexie at his most brilliant — making us 

laugh while breaking our hearts. Simultaneously wrenching and 

deeply humorous, wholly contemporary yet steeped in American 

history, Flight is irrepressible, fearless, and again, groundbreaking 

Alexie. 

 

 

The Mishomis Book: 

The Voice of the 

Ojibway 
 by  

Edward Benton-Benai 

 

Grade 4 and up 

 

Written for readers from all cultures-but especially for Ojibway and 

Native youth-The Mishomis Book provides an introduction to 

Ojibway culture and an understanding of the sacred Midewiwin 

teachings, aiming to protect this knowledge by instilling its importance 

in a new generation. Encouraging the preservation of a way of life that 

is centered on respect for all living things, these vibrant stories about 

life, self, community, and relationship to nature are just as relevant to 

the modern reader as they were hundreds of years ago. 

 

 

 

 

Chicora and the Little 

People: The Legend of 

the Indian Corn, a 

Lumbee Tale 

by  

Arvis Boughman and  

Delora Cummings 

 

Grade 1 - 4 

 

The legend of Chicora and the Little People: The Legend of the Indian 

Corn, begins long ago in the time known as the Moon of the Turning 

Leaves. Chicora, a young Lumbee girl, is awakened from her sleep by 

gruff giggling and little hands reaching through the flap of her home 

lodge. She attempts to tell the villagers of the appearance of the little 

people and the new corn. How can Chicora convince her tribe of the 

truth? Watercolor paintings wonderfully complete the telling of this 

Lumbee legend of trust and courage. 
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How Chipmunk Got 

His Stripes 
 by  

Joseph Bruchac 

 

Grade  K - 3 

Bear brags that he can do anything-even stop the sun from rising. 

Brown Squirrel doesn't believe him, so the two wait all night to see if 

the sun will rise. Sure enough, the sky reddens and the sun appears. 

Brown Squirrel is so happy to be right that he teases Bear. What 

happens when a little brown squirrel teases a big black bear? Brown 

Squirrel gets stripes and is called chipmunk from that day forward . . . 

Joseph and James Bruchac join forces to create this buoyant picture 

book, based on a Native American folktale. 

 

Hidden Roots 

by 

Joseph Bruchac 

 

Grade 5 - 9 

 

Eleven-year-old Sonny and his mother can't predict his father's sudden 

abusive rages. Jake's anger only gets worse after long days at the paper 

mill -- and when Uncle Louis appears. Louis seems to show up when 

Sonny and his mother need help most, but there is something about his 

quiet wisdom that only fuels Jake's rage. Through an unexpected 

friendship with a new school librarian, Sonny gains the strength to 

stand up to his father, and to finally confront his mother and uncle 

about a secret family heritage that may be the key to his father's self-

hatred. 

 

 

Skeleton Man  
by  

Joseph Bruchac 

 

Grade 5 and up 

Ever since the morning Molly woke up to find that her parents had 

vanished, her life has become filled with terrible questions. Where 

have her parents gone? Who is this spooky old man who's taken her to 

live with him, claiming to be her great-uncle? Why does he never eat, 

and why does he lock her in her room at night? What are her dreams 

of the Skeleton Man trying to tell her? There's one thing Molly does 

know. She needs to find some answers before it's too late. 

 

Thirteen Moons on 

Turtle's Back 

 by  

Joseph Buchac 

 

Grade Preschool - 3 

In Native American legend, the thirteen scales on Old Turtle's back 

hold the key to the thirteen cycles of the moon and the changing 

seasons. These lyrical poems and striking paintings celebrate the 

wonder of the seasons, from the Northern Cheyenne's Moon of the 

Popping Trees to the Big Moon of the Abenaki. 
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Shi-shi-etko  
by 

Nicola I. Campbell 

 

Grade Preschool - 2 

 

Shi-shi-etko just has four days until she will have to leave her family 

and everything she knows to attend residential school. She spends her 

last precious days at home treasuring and appreciating the beauty of 

her world — the dancing sunlight, the tall grass, each shiny rock, the 

tadpoles in the creek, her grandfather’s paddle song. Her mother, 

father, and grandmother, each in turn, share valuable teachings that 

they want her to remember. Shi-shi-etko carefully gathers her 

memories for safekeeping. 

LaFave’s richly hued illustrations complement Campbell’s gently 

moving and poetic account of a child who finds solace around her, 

even though she is on the verge of great loss — a loss that native 

people have endured for generations because of Canada’s residential 

schools system. 

 

 

Shin-chi's Canoe  
by  

Nicola I. Campbell 

 

Grade Preschool - 2 

 

When they arrive at school, Shi-shi-etko reminds Shinchi, her six-

year-old brother, that they can only use their English names and that 

they can't speak to each other. For Shinchi, life becomes an endless 

cycle of church mass, school, and work, punctuated by skimpy meals. 

He finds solace at the river, clutching a tiny cedar canoe, a gift from 

his father, and dreaming of the day when the salmon return to the river 

— a sign that it’s almost time to return home. This poignant story 

about a devastating chapter in First Nations history is told at a child’s 

level of understanding. 

 

 

Sweetgrass Basket  
by  

Marlene Carvell 

 

Grade 5 and up 

 

In prose poetry and alternating voices, Marlene Carvell weaves a 

heartbreakingly beautiful story based on the real-life experiences of 

Native American children. Mattie and Sarah are two Mohawk sisters 

who are sent to an off-reservation school after the death of their 

mother. Subject to intimidation and corporal punishment, with little 

hope of contact with their father, the girls are taught menial tasks to 

prepare them for life as domestics. How Mattie and Sarah protect their 

culture, memories of their family life, and their love for each other 

makes for a powerful, unforgettable historical novel. 

 

 

Dreaming in Indian: 

Contemporary Native 

American Voices 
  edited by  

Lisa Charleyboy 

  and Mary Leatherdale 

 

Grade 6 - 12 

Truly universal in its themes, Dreaming In Indian will shatter 

commonly held stereotypes and challenge readers to rethink their own 

place in the world. Divided into four sections, 'Roots,' 'Battles,' 

'Medicines,' and 'Dreamcatchers,' this book offers readers a unique 

insight into a community often misunderstood and misrepresented by 

the mainstream media. 
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Trickster: Native 

American Tales: A 

Graphic Collection 

 by  

Matt Dembicki 

 

Grade 3 and up 

All cultures have tales of the trickster—a crafty creature or being who 

uses cunning to get food, steal precious possessions, or simply cause 

mischief. He disrupts the order of things, often humiliating others and 

sometimes himself. In Native American traditions, the trickster takes 

many forms, from coyote or rabbit to raccoon or raven. The first 

graphic anthology of Native American trickster tales, Trickster brings 

together Native American folklore and the world of comics. 

 

Whale Snow 

by 

Debby Dahl Edwardson 

 

Grade K - 2 

 

This tale about a loving family and a caring community is something 

all youngsters can understand. Amiqqaq is home with his grandmother 

when fat flakes begin to fall. She refers to the precipitation as "whale 

snow," which occurs when a whale has given itself to the people of 

their Alaskan village. Soon Amiqqaq's father comes in to announce the 

kill, and then takes the boy to see the great beast. Before long, 

Amiqqaq begins to understand the true spirit of the whale, as members 

of his community come together to celebrate and prepare its different 

parts for use. The author has included notes about the I¤upiat culture, a 

list of words in I¤upiaq, and a link to a Web site where readers can 

access the story written in that language. Although infused with the 

colors of winter, the illustrations create a sense of peace and warmth. 

Patterson's characters acknowledge the strengths of modern culture 

without giving up traditional ways: Amiqqaq's father rides a skidoo, 

but also wears the traditional parka, and villagers dress in various 

combinations of jeans, parkas, and warm boots. An intriguing glimpse 

into another culture. 

 

 

The Birchbark House 
by  

Louise Erdrich 

 

 

Grade 5 - 8 

[In this] story of a young Ojibwa girl, Omakayas, living on an island 

in Lake Superior around 1847, Louise Erdrich is reversing the 

narrative perspective used in most children's stories about nineteenth-

century Native Americans. Instead of looking out at 'them' as dangers 

or curiosities, Erdrich, drawing on her family's history, wants to tell 

about 'us', from the inside. The Birchbark House establishes its own 

ground, in the vicinity of Laura Ingalls Wilder's 'Little House' books.--

The New York Times Book Review 

 

The Game of Silence 

by 

Louise Erdrich 

 

Grade 5 - 8 

 

Her name is Omakayas, or Little Frog, because her first step was a 

hop, and she lives on an island in Lake Superior. One day in 1850, 

Omakayas′s island is visited by a group of mysterious people. From 

them, she learns that the chimookomanag, or white people, want 

Omakayas and her people to leave their island and move farther west. 

 

That day, Omakayas realizes that something so valuable, so important 

that she never knew she had it in the first place, could be in danger: 

Her way of life. Her home. 
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The Porcupine Year 

by 

Louise Erdrich 

 

Grade 5 - 8 

Omakayas was a dreamer who did not yet know her limits. 

When Omakayas is twelve winters old, she and her family set off on a 

harrowing journey in search of a new home. Pushed to the brink of 

survival, Omakayas continues to learn from the land and the spirits 

around her, and she discovers that no matter where she is, or how she 

is living, she has the one thing she needs to carry her through. 

 

Chickadee 

by 

Louise Erdrich 

 

Grade  4 - 8 

 

Twin brothers Chickadee and Makoons have done everything together 

since they were born—until the unthinkable happens and the brothers 

are separated. 

 

Desperate to reunite, both Chickadee and his family must travel across 

new territories, forge unlikely friendships, and experience both 

unexpected moments of unbearable heartache as well as pure 

happiness. And through it all, Chickadee has the strength of his 

namesake, the chickadee, to carry him on. 

 

 

The Range Eternal 

by 

Louise Erdrich 

 

Grade K - 4 

In the thick of the Turtle Mountains, inside one family`s little cabin, 

stood The Range Eternal. The woodburning stove provided warmth 

and comfort, delicious soups, and hot potatoes to warm cold hands on 

frozen winter mornings. It provided a glowing screen for a young 

girl`s imagination, and protection from the howling ice monsters in the 

night. But most of all, it was the true heart of the home-one the young 

girl never knew how much she would miss until it was gone. 

 

Kunu’s Basket: A Story 

from Indian Island 

by 

Lee DeCora Francis 

 

Grade K - 3 

Kunu wants to make a pack basket, just like the other men on Indian 

Island. But making the basket is difficult, and Kunu gets frustrated. He 

is ready to give up when his grandfather intervenes. This is not only a 

story about a family tradition, but also a story about learning to be 

patient and gentle with yourself. 

 

If I Ever Get Out of 

Here  
by  

Eric Gansworth 

 

Grade 6 - 9 

 

Lewis "Shoe" Blake is used to the joys and difficulties of life on the 

Tuscarora Indian reservation in 1975: the joking, the Fireball games, 

the snow blowing through his roof. What he's not used to is white 

people being nice to him -- people like George Haddonfield, whose 

family recently moved to town with the Air Force. As the boys 

connect through their mutual passion for music, especially the Beatles, 

Lewis has to lie more and more to hide the reality of his family's 

poverty from George. He also has to deal with the vicious Evan 

Reininger, who makes Lewis the special target of his wrath. But when 
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everyone else is on Evan's side, how can he be defeated? And if 

George finds out the truth about Lewis's home -- will he still be his 

friend? 

 

 

Who Was Maria 

Tallchief?  
by  

Catherine Gourley 

 

Grade 3 - 7 

Born in 1925, Maria Tallchief spent part of her childhood on an Osage 

reservation in Oklahoma. With the support of her family and world-

renowned choreographer George Balanchine, she rose to the top of her 

art form to become America's first prima ballerina. Black-and-white 

illustrations provide visual sidebars to the history of ballet while 

taking readers through the life of this amazing dancer. 

 

The Good Luck Cat 

by 

Joy Harjo 

 

Grade Preschool - 3 

Some cats are good luck. You pet them and good things happen. 

Woogie is one of those cats. But as Woogie gets into one mishap after 

another, everyone starts to worry. Can a good luck cat's good luck run 

out? 

 

For A Girl Becoming 
by  

Joy Harjo 

 

Grade 7 and up 

 

 

Swirling images laden with both myth and personal meaning illustrate 

this unique, poetic tale of the joys and lessons of a girl’s journey 

through birth, youth, and finally adulthood. Within these colorful 

pages, family and community come together in celebration of her 

arrival, offering praise, love, and advice to help carry her forward 

through the many milestones to come, and reminding her always of 

how deeply she is cherished. It is a reminder, too, of our abiding 

connections to the natural world, and the cyclical nature of life as a 

whole 

 

 

A Coyote Columbus 

Story 

by 

Thomas King 

 

Grade 2 - 5 

A trickster named Coyote rules her world, until a funny-looking 

stranger named Columbus changes her plans. Unimpressed by the 

wealth of moose, turtles, and beavers in Coyote’s land, he’d rather 

figure out how to hunt human beings to sell back in Spain. Thomas 

King uses a bag of literary tricks to shatter the stereotypes surrounding 

Columbus’s voyages. In doing so, he invites children to laugh with 

him at the crazy antics of Coyote, who unwittingly allows Columbus 

to engineer the downfall of his human friends.  
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Sweetest Kulu  
by  

Celina Kalluk 

 

Grade Preschool and up 

This bedtime poem, written by internationally acclaimed Inuit throat 

singer Celina Kalluk, describes the gifts bestowed upon a newborn 

baby by all the animals of the Arctic. Lyrically and lovingly written, 

this visually stunning book is infused with the Inuit values of love and 

respect for the land and its animal inhabitants. 

 

In the Footsteps of 

Crazy Horse  

by 

Joseph Marshall 

 

Grade 4 - 8 

 

Jimmy McClean is a Lakota boy—though you wouldn’t guess it by his 

name: his father is part white and part Lakota, and his mother is 

Lakota. When he embarks on a journey with his grandfather, Nyles 

High Eagle, he learns more and more about his Lakota heritage—in 

particular, the story of Crazy Horse, one of the most important figures 

in Lakota and American history. Drawing references and inspiration 

from the oral stories of the Lakota tradition, celebrated author Joseph 

Marshall III juxtaposes the contemporary story of Jimmy with an 

insider’s perspective on the life of Tasunke Witko, better known as 

Crazy Horse (c. 1840–1877). 

 

 

Hungry Johnny 

by 

Cheryl Minnema 

 

Grade Preschool - 2 

 

“I like to eat, eat, eat,” choruses young Johnny as he watches Grandma 

at work in the kitchen. Wild rice, fried potatoes, fruit salad, frosted 

sweet rolls—what a feast! Johnny can hardly contain his excitement. 

In no time, he’ll be digging in with everyone else, filling his belly with 

all this good food. 

 

But wait. First there is the long drive to the community center. And 

then an even longer Ojibwe prayer. And then—well, young boys know 

to follow the rules: elders eat first, no matter how hungry the 

youngsters are. Johnny lingers with Grandma, worried that the tasty 

treats won’t last. Seats at the tables fill and refill; platters are emptied 

and then replaced. Will it ever be their turn? And will there be 

enough? 

 

 

Tasunka: A Lakota 

Horse Legend 

by 

Donald F. Montileaux 

 

Grade K - 4 

 

Curiosity leads a young warrior to track a new animal. It leads him far 

from home, but at last he finds a herd of the strange new creatures. 

They are horses that shimmer with color and run swift as the wind. 

The Lakota capture and tame them, and the people grow rich and 

powerful. They become filled with pride. With their newfound 

strength they rule over the plains. Then the Great Spirit, who gave the 

gift of the horse, takes it away. Donald F. Montileaux retells the 

legend of Tasunka from the traditional stories of the Lakota people. 

Using the ledger-art style of his forefathers he adds colorful detail. His 

beautiful images enhance our understanding of the horse and its 

importance in Lakota culture. 
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Greet the Dawn: The 

Lakota Way 

by  

S.D. Nelson 

 

Grade Preschool - 3 

 

“Pickup trucks and eagles, yellow school buses and painted horses, 

Mother Earth and Sister Meadowlark all join together to greet the 

dawn. They marvel at the colors and sounds, smells and memories that 

dawn creates. Animals and humans alike turn their faces upwards and 

gaze as the sun makes its daily journey from horizon to horizon. Dawn 

is a time to celebrate with a smiling heart, to start a new day in the 

right way, excited for what might come. Birds sing and dance, children 

rush to learn, dewdrops glisten from leaves, and gradually the sun 

warms us. Each time the sun starts a new circle, we can start again as 

well. All these things are part of the Lakota way, a means of living in 

balance. S. D. Nelson offers young readers wonder and happiness as a 

better way of appreciating their culture and surroundings.” 

 

 

The Star People: A 

Lakota Story  
by   

S. D. Nelson 

 

Grade Preschool - 3 

 

Sister Girl and her brother Young Wolf wander away from their 

village and soon find themselves far out in the surrounding prairie. 

They lie down in the grass and watch the clouds passing above billow 

to form an eagle, horses, and other creatures. Suddenly, animals begin 

to race past the children on the ground - followed by a wall of fire! 

Fleeing along with the frightened beasts, Sister Girl and Young Wolf 

save themselves by tumbling into a shallow stream. The fire leaves 

behind ash and a barren, forbidding landscape. The children realize 

that they are hopelessly lost. Night is coming, how will they get home 

to their parents? And why are the evening stars dancing so? Drawing 

upon traditional Lakota art, S. D. Nelson's illustrations bring to life a 

memorable new legend about the Star People. 

 

 

The Four Hills of Life: 

Ojibwe Wisdom 

by   

Thomas Peacock and 

Marlene Wisuri 

 

Grade 4 and up 

The Four Hills of Life tells the wise and beautiful Ojibwe story about 

the path we walk through the seasons of life, from the springtime of 

youth through the winter of old age. The hills we climb along the way 

are the challenges we face and the responsibilities we accept. The path 

is not always easy; some of us lose our way. We question the meaning 

of life. But when we walk the Good Path—when we commit to values 

and fulfill our goals—the meaning of life finds us. 

 

Chukfi Rabbit's Big, 

Bad Bellyache: A 

Trickster Tale  
by 

 Greg Rodgers 

 

Grade K -  3 

 

Deep in Choctaw Country, Chukfi Rabbit is always figuring out some 

way to avoid work at all costs. When Bear, Turtle, Fox, and Beaver 

agree on an everybody-work-together day to build Ms. Possum a new 

house, Chukfi Rabbit says he's too busy to help. Until he hears there 

will be a feast to eat after the work is done: cornbread biscuits, grape 

dumplings, tanchi labona (a delicious Choctaw corn stew), and best of 

all, fresh, homemade butter! So while everyone else helps build the 

house, Chukfi helps himself to all that yummy butter! The furry fiend! 

But this greedy trickster will soon learn that being this lazy is hard 

work! A classic trickster tale in the Choctaw tradition. 
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Native Athletes in 

Action (Native 

Trailblazers) 

 by  

Vincent Schilling 

 

Grade 3 - 11 

From the Olympics to national and minor leaguer teams, here are the 

stories of some of the many Native athletes who have excelled in the 

filed of sports. These stories highlight the lives and achievements of 

13 outstanding athletes, both men and women, who followed their 

hearts and through hard work became champions. The Native 

Trailblazer Series shines a spotlight on the contributions of Native 

Americans and First Nation Canadians who provide inspirational role 

models for young readers. 

 

Jingle Dancer 

 by  

Cynthia Leitch Smith 

 

Grade Preschool - 5  

 

Tink, tink, tink, tink, sang cone-shaped jingles sewn to Grandma 

Wolfe's dress. 

Jenna's heart beats to the brum, brum, brum, brum of the powwow 

drum as she daydreams about the clinking song of her grandma's jingle 

dancing. 

Jenna loves the tradition of jingle dancing that has been shared by 

generations of women in her family, and she hopes to dance at the next 

powwow. But she has a problem—how will her dress sing if it has no 

jingles? 

The warm, evocative watercolors of Cornelius Van Wright and Ying-

Hwa Hu complement author Cynthia Leitich Smith's lyrical text as she 

tells the affirming story of how a contemporary Native American girl 

turns to her family and community to help her dance find a voice. 

 

 

Feral Curse  
by  

Cynthia Leitich Smith 

 

Grade 8 and up 

 

The adopted daughter of two respectable human parents, Kayla is a 

werecat in the closet. All she knows is the human world. When she 

comes out to her boyfriend, tragedy ensues, and her determination to 

know and embrace her heritage grows. Help appears in the lithe form 

of sexy male werecat Yoshi, backed up by Aimee and Clyde, as the 

four set out to solve the mystery of a possessed antique carousel while 

fielding miscast magic, obsessive strangers, and mounting species 

intolerance. Paranormal fans will go wild for this rousing second Feral 

adventure. 

 

 

Feral Nights  
by  

Cynthia Leitich Smith 

 

Grade 8 and up 

 

When sexy, free-spirited werecat Yoshi tracks his sister, Ruby, to 

Austin, he discovers that she is not only MIA, but also the key suspect 

in a murder investigation. Meanwhile, werepossum Clyde and human 

Aimee have set out to do a little detective work of their own, sworn to 

avenge the brutal killing of werearmadillo pal Travis. When all three 

seekers are snared in an underground kidnapping ring, they end up on 

a remote island inhabited by an unusual (even by shifter standards) 

species and its cult of worshippers. Their hosts harbor a grim secret: 

staging high-profile safaris for wealthy patrons with evil pedigrees, 

which means that at least one newcomer to the island is about to be 

hunted. As both wereprey and werepredator fight to stay alive, it’s up 

to mild-mannered Clyde — a perennial sidekick — to summon the 

hero within. Can he surprise even himself? 
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Feral Pride  

by  

Cynthia Leitich Smith 

 

Grade 9 and up 

 

Anti-shifter sentiment is at an all-time high when Kayla's 

transormation to werecat is captured on video and uploaded for the 

world to see. Suddenly, she becomes a symbol of the werebeast threat 

and―along with fellow cat Yoshi, lion-possum Clyde, and human 

Aimee―a hunted fugitive.Meanwhile, a self-proclaimed weresnake 

has kidnapped the governor of Texas and hit the airwaves with a 

message of war. In realiation, werepeople are targeted by law 

enforcement, threatened with a shift-suppressing vaccine, terrorized by 

corporate conspiracy, and enslaved by a top-secret, intelligent Cryptid 

species. Can Clyde rally his inner lion king to lead his friends―new 

and old―into battle against ruthless, media-savvy foes? 

 

 

Rain Is Not My Indian 

Name 

 by  

Cynthia Leitich Smith 

 

Grade 5 - 9 

 

Cassidy Rain Berghoff didn't know that the very night she decided to 

get a life would be the night that Galen would lose his. It's been six 

months since her best friend died, and up until now Rain has 

succeeded in shutting herself off from the world. But when 

controversy arises around her aunt Georgia's Indian Camp in their 

mostly white Midwestern community, Rain decides to face the outside 

world again -- at least through the lens of her camera. Hired by her 

town newspaper to photograph the campers, Rain soon finds that she 

has to decide how involved She wants to become in Indian Camp. 

Does she want to keep a professional distance from the intertribal 

community she belongs to? And just how willing is she to connect 

with the campers after her great loss? 

 

 

Indian Shoes 

by 

Cynthia Leitich Smith 

 

Grade 2 - 5 

 

What do Indian shoes look like, anyway? Like beautiful beaded 

moccasins...or high-tops with bright orange shoelaces? 

Ray Half-moon prefers high-tops, but he gladly trades them for a nice 

pair of moccasins for his Grampa. After all, it's Grampa Half-moon 

who's always there to help Ray get in and out of scrapes -- like the 

time they are forced to get creative after a homemade haircut makes 

Ray's head look like a lawn-mowing accident.This collection of 

interrelated stories is heartwarming and laugh-out-loud funny. Cynthia 

Leitich Smith writes with wit and candor about what it's like to grow 

up as a Seminole-Cherokee boy who is just as happy pounding the 

pavement in windy Chicago as rowing on a take in rural Oklahoma. 

 

 

Diabolical 

by 

Cynthia Leitich Smith 

 

Grade 9 and up 

 

When "slipped" angel Zachary and his werewolf pal, Kieren, arrive 

under suspicious circumstances to a mysterious New England 

boarding school, they quickly find themselves in a hellish lockdown 

with an intriguing assortment of secretive, hand-picked students. 

Plagued by demon dogs, hallucinatory wall décor, a sadistic instructor, 

and a legendary fire-breathing monster, will they somehow manage to 

escape? Or will the devil have his due? Best-selling author Cynthia 

Leitich Smith unites heroes from the previous three novels in the 

Tantalize Series - including Zachary's girl, Miranda, and Kieren's love, 

Quincie - along with a fascinating cast of all-new characters for a 

suspenseful, action-packed clash between the forces of heaven and 

hell. 
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Blessed 

by 

Cynthia Leitich Smith 

 

Grade 9 and up 

 

Quincie P. Morris, teen restaurateur and neophyte vampire, is in the 

fight of her life -- or undeath. Even as she adjusts to her new appetites, 

she must clear her best friend and true love, the hybrid werewolf 

Kieren, of murder charges; thwart the apocalyptic ambitions of 

Bradley Sanguini, the seductive vampire-chef who "blessed" her; and 

keep her dead parents’ restaurant up and running. She hires a more 

homespun chef and adds the preternaturally beautiful Zachary to her 

wait staff. But with hundreds of new vampires on the rise and Bradley 

off assuming the powers of Dracula Prime, Zachary soon reveals his 

true nature -- and a flaming sword -- and they hit the road to staunch 

the bloodshed before it’s too late. Even if they save the world, will 

there be time left to salvage Quincie’s soul? 

 

 

Eternal 

by 

Cynthia Leitich Smith 

 

Grade 9 and up 

At last, Miranda is the life of the party: all she had to do was die. 

Elevated by none other than the King of the Mantle of Dracul, she 

goes from high-school theater wannabe to glamorous fiend overnight. 

Meanwhile, her guardian angel, Zachary, demoted to human guise as 

her personal assistant, has his hands full saving his girl’s soul while 

planning a fast-approaching Death Day gala. In alternating viewpoints, 

Miranda and Zachary navigate a cut-throat aristocracy as they play out 

a dangerous, diabolically witty love story for the ages. 

 

Tantalize 

by 

Cynthia Leitich Smith 

 

Grade 9 and up 

 

Quincie Morris has never felt more alone. Her parents are dead, and 

her hybrid-werewolf first love is threatening to embark on a rite of 

passage that will separate them forever. Then, as she and her uncle are 

about to unveil their hot vampire-themed restaurant, a brutal murder 

leaves them scrambling for a chef. Can Quincie transform their new 

hire into a culinary Dark Lord before opening night? Can he wow the 

crowd in his fake fangs, cheap cape, and red contact lenses -- or is 

there more to this earnest face than meets the eye? As human and 

preternatural forces clash, a deadly love triangle forms, and the line 

between predator and prey begins to blur. Who’s playing whom? And 

how long can Quincie play along before she loses everything? 

 

 

The Christmas Coat: 

Memories of My Sioux 

Childhood 

by 

Virginia Driving Hawk 

Sneve 

 

Grade K and up 

Virginia's coat is too small and hardly protects her from the frigid 

South Dakata winter. As Christmas approaches, all the children on the 

Sioux reservation look forward to receiving boxes full of clothing sent 

by congregations in the East. Virginia spots a beautiful gray fur coat 

but holds back tears as it is claimed by one of her classmates. Later, 

virginia can't believe what Mama brings home. Based on an event 

from the author's childhood, this picture book captures the true spirit 

of Christmas. 
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My Name Is Seepeetza 

by 

Shirley Sterling 

 

Grade 5 and up 

Her name was Seepeetza when she was at home with her family. But 

now that she's living at the Indian residential school her name is 

Martha Stone, and everything else about her life has changed as well. 

Told in the honest voice of a sixth grader, this is the story of a young 

Native girl forced to live in a world governed by strict nuns, arbitrary 

rules, and a policy against talking in her own dialect, even with her 

family. Seepeetza finds bright spots, but most of all she looks forward 

to summers and holidays at home. 

 

The Night Wanderer 

by 

Drew Hayden Taylor 

 

Grade 7 - 12 

 

Nothing ever happens on the Otter Lake reservation. But when 16-

year-old Tiffany discovers her father is renting out her room, she’s 

deeply upset. Sure, their guest is polite and keeps to himself, but he’s 

also a little creepy. Little do Tiffany, her father, or even her astute 

Granny Ruth suspect the truth. The mysterious Pierre L’Errant is 

actually a vampire, returning to his tribal home after centuries spent in 

Europe. But Tiffany has other things on her mind: her new boyfriend 

is acting weird, disputes with her father are escalating, and her 

estranged mother is starting a new life with somebody else. Fed up and 

heartsick, Tiffany threatens drastic measures and flees into the bush. 

There, in the midnight woods, a chilling encounter with L’Errant 

changes everything ... for both of them. A mesmerizing blend of 

Gothic thriller and modern coming-of-age novel, The Night Wanderer 

is unlike any other vampire story. 

 

 

How I Became A Ghost 

by 

Tim Tingle 

 

Grade 3 - 7 

 

Told in the words of Isaac, a Choctaw boy who does not survive the 

Trail of Tears, HOW I BECAME A GHOST is a tale of innocence and 

resilience in the face of tragedy. From the book's opening line, "Maybe 

you have never read a book written by a ghost before," the reader is 

put on notice that this is no normal book. Isaac leads a remarkable 

foursome of Choctaw comrades: a tough-minded teenage girl, a shape-

shifting panther boy, a lovable five-year-old ghost who only wants her 

mom and dad to be happy, and Isaac s talking dog, Jumper. The first in 

a trilogy, HOW I BECAME A GHOST thinly disguises an important 

and oft-overlooked piece of history. 

 

 

Spirits Dark and Light: 

Supernatural Tales 

from the Five Civilized 

Tribes  
by  

Tim Tingle 

 

Grade 3 – 7 

In the Native American tradition, there is a strong connection between 

the spirit world and the natural world. What happens in one has a 

definite impact on the other. In this collection, Native American 

storyteller Tim Tingle draws from the rich heritage of the Five 

Civilized Tribes, and brings tales from the spirit world into our world. 
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Spooky Texas Tales 
 by 

  Tim Tingle 

 

Grade 3 - 7 

 

A beady-eyed varmint crawls through the floor of a lonely old man’s 

cabin. A boy spends the night in a haunted house, complete with a 

grinning skeleton in the chimney. A girl foolishly taunts a giant owl-

woman. A young man’s prom date has a spooky secret. The Hairy 

Man will catch you—unless you can fool him three times. Graveyard 

ghosts and creatures from swamps and riverbanks slink through ten 

creepy tales presented by master storytellers Tim Tingle and Doc 

Moore. Guaranteed to send shivers down the spines of younger 

readers, each of these stories comes with its own eerie illustrations. 

Some humorous, some haunting, these tales guarantee thrills and chills 

for youngsters from any state 

 

 

Johonaa'ei: Bringer of 

Dawn 

by 

Veronica Tsinajinnie 

 

Grade Preschool - 3 

As Johonaa'ei, the sun, slowly rises, his gentle light and warmth wake 

the inhabitants of the desert. Johonaa'ei reaches down into the home of 

the field mice, and lightly tickles the nose of mother mouse; then 

Johonaa'ei visits the burrow of mother and father rabbit to rouse the 

family of slumbering bunnies. Finally, Johonaa'ei knocks on the door 

of the hogan to wake the Navajo family within. Will there be a 

welcoming response? 

 

SkySisters 

by 

Jan Bourdeau Waboose 

 

Grade K - 3 

Two Ojibway sisters set off across the frozen north country to see the 

SkySpirits' midnight dance. It isn't easy for the younger sister to be 

silent, but gradually she begins to treasure the stillness and the 

wonderful experiences it brings. After an exhilarating walk and patient 

waiting, the girls are rewarded by the arrival of the SkySpirits --- the 

northern lights --- dancing and shimmering in the night sky. 

 

Amped 

by 

Daniel H. Wilson 

 

Grade 8 and up 

 

It’s the near future, and scientists have developed implants that treat 

brain dysfunction—and also make recipients capable of superhuman 

feats. Exploiting societal fears of the newly enhanced, politicians pass 

a set of laws to restrict the rights of “amplified” humans, instantly 

creating a new persecuted underclass known as “amps.” On the day 

that the Supreme Court passes the first of these laws, twenty-nine-

year-old schoolteacher Owen Gray is forced into hiding, only dimly 

aware of the latent powers he possesses. To escape imprisonment, and 

to find out who he really is, Owen seeks out a community in 

Oklahoma where, it is rumored, a group of the most enhanced amps 

may be about to change the world—or destroy it. 
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Robopocalypse  
by  

Daniel H. Wilson 

 

Grade 8 and up 

 

Not far into our future, the dazzling technology that runs our world 

turns against us. Controlled by a childlike—yet massively powerful—

artificial intelligence known as Archos, the global network of 

machines on which our world has grown dependent suddenly becomes 

an implacable, deadly foe. At Zero Hour—the moment the robots 

attack—the human race is almost annihilated, but as its scattered 

remnants regroup, humanity for the first time unites in a determined 

effort to fight back. This is the oral history of that conflict, told by an 

international cast of survivors who experienced this long and bloody 

confrontation with the machines. Brilliantly conceived and amazingly 

detailed, Robopocalypse is an action-packed epic with chilling 

implications about the real technology that surrounds us. 

 

 

Robogenesis 

by 

Daniel H. Wilson 

 

Grade 8 and up 

It’s been three years since the global uprising of the world's robots, 

three long years in which ordinary people waged a guerilla war that 

saved humankind from the brink of annihilation. But a horrific new 

enemy has emerged, and the resistance is called to fight once again. 

And in a world where humanity and technology are pushed to the 

breaking point, their one hope may reside with their former enemy—

Archos R-14. 

 

The Three Little 

Sheep/Dibe Yazhi 

Taa'go Baa Hane' 

by  

Seraphine Yazzie 

 

Grade 4 - 7 

 

When three little sheep set out to begin life on their own, they never 

dream that they will be followed by a hungry coyote. Fainthearted and 

just a little bit nervous, each brother heads in a different direction: one 

travels to the east and builds a grass hut, another travels to the north 

and builds a tee-pee, and the final brother travels to the south and 

builds a hogan. But Coyote has heard of their plans, and he is 

determined to catch one of them for his dinner. "Little Sheep, Little 

Sheep," he calls, "let me in! Or I will huff and puff and blow your 

hogan in!? The sheep panic and hide, but eventually develop some 

stratagems of their own. Coyote will need all his cunning and tricks to 

defeat this faithful band of brothers. 

 

 


