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Resourceful American Indian Themed Books for Teachers  

 

A few authors to look for … 

 Sherman Alexie  

 Louise Erdrich  

 Joy Harjo 

 Cynthia Leitich Smith  

Research Books and 
Teaching guides  

Summary  
 

“A Kid’s Guide to Native 
American History” by: 
Yvonne Wakim Dennis and 
Arlene Hirschfelder 

“Hands-on activities, games and crafts introduce children to 
the diversity of Native American cultures and teach them 
about the people, experiences, and events that have helped 
shape America, past and present.  Nine geographical areas 
cover a variety of communities like the Mohawk in the 
Northeast, Ojibway in the Midwest, Shoshone in the Great 
Basin, Apache in the Southwest, Yupik in Alaska, and Native 
Hawaiians, among others.  Lives of historical and  
contemporary notable individuals like Chief Joseph and Taria 
Tallchief are featured, and the book is packed with a variety of 
topics like first encounters with Europeans, Indian removal, 
Mohawk sky walkers, and Navajo Code Talkers.  Readers travel 
Native American through activities that highlight the arts, 
games, food, clothing and unique celebrations, language, and 
life ways of various nations.  Kids can make Haudensaunee 
corn husk dolls, play Washoe stone jacks, design Inupiat sun 
goggles, or create a Hawaiian Ma’o-hauhele bag. A time line, 
glossary, and recommendations for web sites, books, movies, 
and museums round out this multicultural guide.” 

“Everything You Wanted to 
Know about Indians But 
Were Afraid to Ask” by 
Anton Treuer 

“What have you always wanted to know about Indians? Do 
you should already know the answers – or suspect that your 
questions may be offensive? In matter-of-fact responses to 
over 120 questions, both thoughtful and outrageous, modern 
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and historical, Ojibwe scholar and cultural preservationist 
Anton Treuer gives a frank, funny, and sometimes personal 
tour of what’s up with Indians, anyway.  
What is the real story with Thanksgiving?  
Why are tribal languages important?  
What do you think of that incident where people died in a 
sweat lodge?  
White/Indian relations are often characterized by guilt and 
anger. Everything You Wanted to Know about Indians But 
Were Afraid to Ask cuts through the emotion and builds a 
foundation for true understanding and positive action.”  

“A Broken Flute: The 
Native Experience in Books 
for Children” by Doris 
Seale and Beverly Slapin 

“A Broken Flute: The Native Experience in Books for Children is 
a companion to its predecessor published by Oyate, Through 
Indian Eyes: The Native Experience in Books for Children. A 
compilation work by Native parents, children, educators, poets 
and writers, A Broken Flute contains, from a Native 
perspective, “living stories”, essays, poetry, and hundreds of 
reviews of “children’s books about Indians.” It’s an 
indispensable volume for anyone interested in presenting 
honest materials by and about indigenous people to children.” 

  

Book Title Synopsis  
 

Turtle’s Race with Beaver  
By: Joseph and James 
Bruchac  
Age Range: 5-8 years  
Grade Level: Kindergarten-
3rd grade 

“When Beaver challenges Turtle to a swimming race for 
ownership of the pond, Turtle outsmarts Beaver, and Beavers 
learns to share, in a Native American version of the “Tortoise 
and Hare” folktale. Reprint.” 

Johonaa’ei Bringer of 
Dawn 
By: Veronica Tsinajinnie 
Age Range: 4-8 years  
Grade Level: Preschool-3rd 
grade 

As Johonaa’ei, the sun, slowly rises, his gentle light and 
warmth wake the inhabitants of the desert. Johonaa’ei 
reaches down into the home of the field mice, and lightly 
tickles the nose of mother mouse; then Johonaa’ei knocks on 
the door of the Hogan to wake the Navajo family within. Will 
there be a welcoming response?  

Jingle Dancer 
By: Cynthia Leitich Smith 
Age Range: 4-8 years  

Jenna, a contemporary Muscogee (Creek) girl in Oklahoma, 
wants to honor a family tradition by jingle dancing at the next 
powwow. But where will she find enough jingles for her dress? 
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Grade Level: Preschool-5th 
grade 

An unusual, warm family story, beautifully evoked in Cornelius 
Van Wright and Ying-Hwa Hu’s watercolor art.  

The Good Rainbow Road  
By: Simon J. Ortiz  
Age Range: 4 and up  
Grade Level: Preschool and 
Up  

Two brothers, Tsaiyah-dzehshi, whose name means First One, 
and Hamahshu-dzehshi, Next One, are chosen for an 
important mission. They are sent on a track westward trek to 
the home of the Shiwana, the Rain and Snow Spirits, to ask 
them to bring the gift of water to the village again. The 
brothers cross deserts and mountains on an arduous journey 
until they are finally stopped short by a treacherous canyon 
filled with molten lava.  

Antelope Woman  
By: Michael LaCapa 
Age Range: 4 and up  
Grade Level: Preschool and 
up  

A beautiful Apache maiden follows the mysterious young man 
who has come to teach her people to respect “all things great 
and small” and becomes his wife.  

Shi-Shi-Etko 
By: Nicola I Campbell 
Age Range: 4-7 years 
Grade Level: Preschool-2nd 
grade 

Shi-Shi-Etko just has four days until she will have to leave her 
family and everything she knows to attend residential school. 
She spends her last precious days at home treasuring and 
appreciating the beauty of her world – the dancing sunlight, 
the tall grass, each shiny rock, the tadpoles in the creek, her 
grandfather’s paddle song. Her mother, father, and 
grandmother, each in turn, share valuable teachings that they 
want her to remember. Shi-Shi-Etko carefully gathers her 
memories for safekeeping.  

The Good Luck Cat 
By: Joy Harjo 
Age Range: 3-7 years  
Grade Level: Preschool-3rd 

grade 

Some cats are good luck. You pet them and good things 
happen. Woogie is one of those cats. But as Woogie gets into 
one mishap after another, everyone starts to worry. Can a 
good luck cat’s good luck run out?  
 

Sky Sisters  
By: Jan Bourdeau Waboose 
Age Range: 5-8 years  
Grade Level: Kindergarten-
3rd grade  

Two Ojibwe sisters set off across the frozen north country to 
see Sky Spirits’ midnight dance. It isn’t easy for the younger 
sister to be silent, but gradually she begins to treasure the 
stillness and the wonderful experiences it brings. After an 
exhilarating walk and patient waiting, the girls are rewarded 
by the arrival of the Sky Spirits – the northern lights – dancing 
in the night sky. This powerful story, with its stunning 
illustrations, captures the chill of a northern night, the warmth 
of the family circle and the radiance of a child’s wonder.  



 Teacher Resources Available Upon Request  

The Rough Face Girl 
By: Rafe Martin 
Age Range: 8 and up  
Grade Level: 3 and up  

In an Algonquin village by the shores of Lake Ontario, many 
young women have tried to win the affections of the powerful 
Invisible Being who lives with his sister in a great wigwam near 
the forest. Then came the Rough-Face girl, scarred from 
working by the fire. Can she succeed where her beautiful, 
cruel sisters have failed?  

Storm Boy  
By: Owen Paul Lewis  
Age Range: 5 and up  
Grade Level: Kindergarten-
3rd grade 

After a violent storm, a Haida prince washes ashore in the 
supernatural realm of the strange and colossal killer whale 
people. There his spiritual journey begins. Powerful 
illustrations make stunning use of Northwest coast Native 
American motifs to create a compelling atmosphere of 
mystery and displacement.  

The Gift of the Sacred Dog 
By: Paul Goble 
Age Range: 5-8 years 
Grade Level: Preschool-3rd 
grade 

A brave boy goes into the hills and prays for help for his 
people. A rider on a magnificent animal comes to him and 
says: “This animal is called the Sacred Dog. He can do many 
things your dogs can do and also more… He is as the wind: 
gentle but sometimes frightening.” The clouds close and 
suddenly one by one countless Sacred Dogs pour down from 
the sky. The courage of one determined boy is rewarded by 
the Great Spirit: the horse, or Sacred Dog, is given to his tribe.  

The Three Sheep  
By: Seraphine G. Yazzie 
Age Range: 9-12 years  
Grade Level: 4th-7th grade 

When three little sheep set out to begin life on their own, they 
never dream that they will be followed by a hungry coyote. 
Fainthearted and just a little bit nervous, each brother heads 
in a different direction: one travels to the east and builds a 
grass hut, another travels to the north and builds a tee-pee, 
and the final brother travels to the south and builds a Hogan. 
But Coyote has heard of their plans, and he is determined to 
catch one of them for his dinner. The sheep must now be 
cunning to fight the Coyote, who will need all of his tricks to 
defeat the banded brothers.  

For a Girl Becoming 
By: Joy Harjo  
Age Range: 12 and up  
Grade Level: 7th grade and 
up  

Swirling images laden with both myth and personal meaning 
illustrate this unique, poetic tale of the joys and lessons of a 
girl’s journey through birth, youth, and finally adulthood. 
Within these colorful pages, family and community come 
together in celebration of her arrival, offering praise, love and 
advice to help her forward through the many milestones to 
come, and reminding her always of how deeply she is 
cherished. It is a reminder, too, of our abiding connections to 
the natural world, and the cyclical nature of life as a whole.  
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The Absolutely True Diary 
of  a Part Time Indian 
By: Sherman Alexie  
Age Range: 12 and up  
Grade Level: 7th grade and 
up 

Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist 
growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to 
take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled 
school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school 
where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 
Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely 
True Diary of a Part Time Indian, which is based on the 
author’s own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings 
that reflect the character’s art, chronicles the contemporary 
adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to 
break away from the life he thought he was destined to live.  

Flight  
By: Sherman Alexie  
Age Range: 12 and up  
Grade Level: 7th grade and 
up  

The best-selling author of multiple award-winning books 
returns with his first novel in ten years, a powerful, fast and 
timely story of a troubled foster teenager – a boy who is not a 
“legal” Indian because he was never claimed by his father – 
who learns the true meaning of terror. About to commit a 
devastating act, the young man finds himself shot back 
through time on a shocking sojourn through moments of 
violence in American history. He resurfaces in the form of an 
FBI agent during the Civil Rights era, inhabits the body of an 
Indian tracker in the 19th century before materializing as an 
airplane pilot jetting through the skies today. When finally, 
blessedly, our young warrior comes to rest again in his own 
contemporary body, he is mightily transformed by all he’s 
seen.  

The Birchbark House  
By: Louise Erdich 
Age Range: 9 and up  
Grade Level: 4th and up  

“[In this] story of a young Ojibwa girl, Omakayas, living on an 
island in Lake Superior around 1847, Louis Erdich is reversing 
the narrative perspective used in most children’s stories about 
nineteenth-century Native Americans. Instead of looking out 
at “them” as dangers or curiosities, Erdich, drawing on her 
family’s history, wants to tell about “us”, from the inside. The 
Birchbark House establishes its own ground, in the vicinity of 
Laura Ingalls Wilder’s ‘Little House’ books.  
 

The Porcupine Year  
By: Louise Erdich 
Age Range: 8-12 years  
Grade Level: 3rd-7th grade 
 

Omakayas was a dreamer who did not yet know her limits. 
When Omakayas is twelve winters old, she and her family set 
off on a harrowing journey in search of a new home. Pushed 
to the brink of survival, Omakayas continues to learn from the 
land and the spirits around her, and she discovers that no 
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matter where she is, or how she is living, she has the one thing 
she needs to carry her through.  

Sweetgrass Basket 
By: Marlene Carvell  
Age Range: 10 and up  
Grade Level: 5th-6th grade  

In prose poetry and alternating voices, Marlene Carvell weaves 
a heartbreakingly beautiful story based on the real-life 
experiences of Native American children. Mattie and Sarah are 
two Mohawk sisters who are sent to an off-reservation school 
after the death of their mother. Subject to intimidation and 
corporal punishment, with little hope of contact with their 
father, the girls are taught menial tasks to prepare them for 
life as domestics. How Mattie and Sarah protect their culture, 
memories of their family life, and their love for each other 
makes for a powerful, unforgettable historical novel.  

 

 

 


