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Pictured Above: Morton Arboretum field trip during our
Winter Break Program. Thank you to all the students,
parents and community members who came out and
enjoyed the winter program with us! 
Spring is upon us and CPS American Indian
Education Program is excited to wind down after
another successful school year!
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Fall Field Trips
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On November 2nd, The CPS American Indian Education Program visited Big Run Wolf Ranch,
which is a non-profit, federally licensed, educational facility which specializes in the education

and conservation of North American wildlife. While there, our students were able to get up close
looks at animals that we are only used to seeing from afar. The students enjoyed being up close

with the animals.
For Veterans Day, we visited Trickster Art Gallery, which is located in Schaumburg, IL. Students

had the opportunity to visit the Veterans exhibits at TAG and learn from special guest cultural
educator, Richie Plass (Menominee & Stockbridge-Munsee). He is the curator and owner of the
traveling exhibit on Native American imagery "Bittersweet Winds". The exhibit shows the uses of
Native imagery from the 1940's until today! One of our own from the community, Elder Veteran

Robert Wapahi, Santee Dakota is also a featured artist at Trickster Art Gallery!
 



Native Heritage Month
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The CPS American Indian
Education Program is honored

to share our culture during
November for the Native

American Heritage Month. 
 Ronnie Preston currently works

with students at the Indian
School in Wisconsin.  

  This year we shared and celebrated
the unique and rich Native American
culture by inviting CPS students from
Ariel and Kellogg Elementary
schools.
  Mr Preston is a champion dancer,
educator and extraordinary singer. 
 He shared his hoop dances skills
with the students along with his
knowledge and respect for our
traditions and values.
  Our program works with the Native
American students in CPS throughout
the year providing programs and
cultural enrichment teachings.   

Thank you for an amazing cultural
presentation from Ronnie Preston.  He

shared stories, danced and interacted with
200 CPS students.    

 
  We were happy to have a special visit

from our CEO
Dr. Janice K. Jackson

 
We look forward to next year!

 



Cherokee Language Class
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Siyo! (Hello)
 Tohiju? (How are you?) 

 
It’s exciting to learn a new Native language.

On November 17, 2018 we held our first
Cherokee Language class with local

instructor, Patrick Del Percio. In a day-long
class, we learned how to greet each other,
ask how are you doing and where are you

from. We even learned fun sayings such as
Galieliga jigedo (I’m happy I’m here) and
kahwi awaduli (I want coffee). Patrick is

easy going and easy to learn from. Part II of
the Cherokee class was held March 29 &

30th.
 
 



Annual Cookie Party
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Great big thank you to EVERYONE who attended our Cookie Party in December! It was a
huge success! Thank you to St. Kateri Center of Chicago for hosting our annual event.

Thank you to the volunteers for their help baking and decorating cookies for our younger
students! Check out some pictures from the event below!

Steven was in the Christmas Spirit! He
came to the cookie party wearing his
one of a kind, Rudolph Christmas
sweater. His sweater really "LIT" the
party!
Leilani was hanging out with her
grandmother, Mina. They were
working on decorating cookies that
resembled christmas trees and
snowflakes.
Michael, who is one of our youngest
students, could not decide what to put
on his cookie, so we put all the
options in front of him!

We are so thankful for the many
families and students who
participate in our programs
throughout the academic year!



Winter Break Program 
"We Are All Related"
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On the first day of Winter Break, CPS AIEP
visited the Morton Arboretum. The Morton
Arboretum's mission is to collect and study
trees, shrubs, and other plants from around
the world, to display them across naturally
beautiful landscapes for people to study and
enjoy, and to learn how to grow them in ways
that enhance our environment. As our bus
drove up and down paved roads, we saw
many of these big HUGE trolls, measured
from 15-30 feet tall and one that was 60 feet
in length! Amazed, we later found out that
they too, shared our same desire to care and
protect local trees because we are all reliant
on each other.

CPS AIEP students in front of one of the many Trolls

Us humans breathe in oxygen and exhale
carbon dioxide, while trees breathe in
carbon dioxide and exhale oxygen.  One
special thing that we learned, is that us
humans and trees are all unique and
beautiful in our own way. Our students know
that in our community, we come in many
different shades and sizes, but it does not
take away the fact that we are all still related
to one another through our rich interweaving
cultures that we celebrate today.
 

Students were excited to be at the Arboretum.

One of the many Trolls we discovered.



Winter Break Program 
"We Are All Related"
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Our second day of the Winter Program was spent inside the Cedar Room at St. Kateri. The
older students broke up and read together, while some of the younger students gathered

around with Lisa for fun and simple arts and crafts projects. This was a real bonding
experience as students and adults alike shared jokes and stories. 

Lisa Bernal working with CPS AIEP students
Michael is just so excited to work with our older
student, Aniya. She taught him how to sew 



Winter Break Program

Our 3rd trip was to Nay Pier's Winter
Wonderfest. To go on this field trip, however,
students had to complete a certain amount of

reading during their winter break. All of our
amazing students were able to complete the

task! We all enjoyed a day of ice skating, rock
climbing, bumper car riding, and many more

activities! 

"We Are All Related"
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For our last field trip, we took the students
to visit the Maggie Daley Park, located in

downtown Chicago. Some of our kids
rarely get to go downtown, so this was a
big treat for them. They ran up and down
until it was time to go. We enjoyed lunch
down the street at Giordanos. We would
like to thank each and every chaperone

that was able to make our winter program
possible!





LEADERS
YOUNG NATIVE 

 

This year, CPS  AIEP, in partnership with St.

Kateri Center of Chicago, established a new

youth leadership group. The mission of our

program is to encourage our Young Native

Leaders to have an awareness of their rights,

voice, and their responsibilities to our wider

community. With the help of a few other local

community members, our students, ages 12-

18, have been able to attend leadership 

 classes, as well as facilitator ran workshops

since December of 2018. Some of our

workshops have included mental health

awareness, young entrepreneurship, anger

management, and the 7 grandfather

teachings. More interactive workshops will be

scheduled down the road, so keep an eye out

for future postings!



U . N . I . T . Y .

F u n d r a i s e r s
Every year, the United Nation Indian Tribal Youth, UNITY, plan a conference for

young Native Americans throughout Indian Country. Over the last few months,

our Young Native Leaders have been hosting a variety of fundraisers to help with

travel costs. These have included a holiday pow wow and market, a bingo

afternoon with food and  raffles, Indian taco night and many more to come! We

plan on having a fundraiser once a month to help us achieve our goal of attending

UNITY, so come out and support!
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Chicago Public Schools 

American Indian Education Program

(CPS AIEP) 

Our mission is to ensure that each American Indian and 

Alaska Native child in Chicago Public Schools has equal 

access to educational opportunities.

CPS AIEP Staff
Lisa Bernal
Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate
Program Manager
lkbernal@cps.edu
 
Chantay Moore
Navajo/African American
Project Coordinator
cwmoore@cps.edu
 
David Morales
Yavapai/Mexican
Youth Development
Specialist
dmorales94@cps.edu
 

Contact Us!
Office Hours: 9am-3pm

American Indian Family Resource Center
Eugene Field Elementary
7019 N Ashland Blvd, Room 209
Chicago, IL 60626
773-534-2735
 

CPS Garfield Park Office
2651 W Washington Blvd, 3rd 

Floor
Chicago, IL 60612

773-553-6598
 www.T7KIDS.WORDPRESS.com

facebook.com/CPSAIEP

youtube.com search: 

CPS American Indian Education 

Program
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